
 

1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Previously Received 
Correspondence: 

 
 

Trust Land Exchange 
 
 

 

1



2



3



4



5



From: Smith, Miri K (DOR)
To: Kreiss-Tomkins, Jonathan S (LAA)
Cc: Williams, Stephen F (DOR); Lawrence, Carley J (DOR)
Subject: RE: AMHT Petersburg Timber: Letter of Concern
Date: Monday, November 14, 2016 1:44:00 PM
Attachments: AMHT Petersburg Letter of Concern.pdf

Representative Kreiss-Tomkins:
 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your written comments.  We will make sure the full
 Board of Trustees receives them.
 
Have a great day!
 
 
 
-------------------------------- 
Miri K. Smith-Coolidge
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
Phone:  907.334.2533
Cell:       907.632.1836
Fax:       907.269.7966
Email:  miri.smith-coolidge@alaska.gov
 
www.mhtrust.org
 
From: Menefee, Wyn (DNR) 
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2016 1:18 PM
To: Smith, Miri K (DOR) <miri.smith-coolidge@alaska.gov>; Williams, Stephen F (DOR)
 <steve.williams@alaska.gov>
Cc: Morrison, John S (DNR) <john.morrison@alaska.gov>
Subject: FW: AMHT Petersburg Timber: Letter of Concern
 
I have just been reviewing through letters or emails that we have received for the exchange and this
 one actually states some things about the Petersburg and Ketchikan sales and should be included in
 the board materials.
 
Wyn Menefee
Deputy Director
Alaska Mental Health Trust Land Office
2600 Cordova Street, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 269-8753 (Direct)
(907) 269-8905 (Fax)
wyn.menefee@alaska.gov
www.mhtrustland.org
 

From: Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) 
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October 20, 2016 


Mr. Morrison and Mr. Stewart: 
 
As the representative for rural communities throughout Southeast Alaska, I understand the 
importance of putting the interests of constituents first.  
 
The Alaska Mental Health Trust (AMHT)’s decision to remove timber from the slopes above 
Mitkof Highway could generate income for the Trust’s beneficiaries and provide wood to our 
local timber industry. These benefits, however, come at an unacceptable risk to the safety and 
security of families, infrastructure, and those transiting the highway downslope. 
 
Our region’s diverse livelihoods collectively sustain our communities, and for the most part work 
in unison. Alaskans work together and ensure that the success of one does not preclude another. 
 
In this case, a benefit to the Trust’s beneficiaries and local industry, is competing with our 
region’s most valuable asset – people. The potential to harm or displace families from the homes 
in which they live is a concern that should be prioritized above all else. 
 
Professional scientific analysis shows that the stability of the already landslide-prone slope above 
Mitkof Highway will be greatly diminished by removing trees, regardless of timber harvest 
method. Research suggests the proposed sale will negatively affect water quality and risk 
personal safety along the highway corridor where many Petersburg families live and commute. 







Fortunately, in this difficult situation, an alternative exists. 
 
I strongly urge the AMHT and U.S. Forest Service to continue and expeditiously pursue a land 
exchange process, and remove the unworkable January 15, 2017, deadline imposed by the AMHT. 
 
The proposed land exchange is a worthwhile compromise that will provide harvestable wood to 
our region’s timber industry, protect public safety, and generate income to the Trust.  
 
 
Sincerely, 


 


Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 


 
CC: Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg Administrator Stephen Giesbrecht, Mitkof 
Highway Homeowner’s Association, Governor Bill Walker, Senator Bert Stedman, USFS Regional 
Forester Beth Pendleton, Rep. Dan Ortiz, Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Senator Lisa Murkowski, 
Senator Dan Sullivan, Rep. Don Young 







Sent: Friday, October 21, 2016 8:04 AM
To: Morrison, John S (DNR) <john.morrison@alaska.gov>; Menefee, Wyn (DNR)
 <wyn.menefee@alaska.gov>
Subject: FW: AMHT Petersburg Timber: Letter of Concern
 
Good Morning,
 
This came in through the TLO e-mail.
 
Thank you,
 
~Britt
 
From: Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins [mailto:Rep.Jonathan.Kreiss-Tomkins@akleg.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2016 4:57 PM
To: Trust Land Office (DNR sponsored) <mhtlo@alaska.gov>; estewart@fs.fed.us
Cc: sgiesbrecht@petersburgak.gov; dthompson@petersburgak.gov; fvtalon@icloud.com; Sen. Bert
 Stedman <Sen.Bert.Stedman@akleg.gov>; Rep. Daniel Ortiz <Rep.Daniel.Ortiz@akleg.gov>;
 Kaciep@kgbak.us; Ephraim_Froehlich@Murkowski.Senate.Gov; Erik_Elam@Sullivan.Senate.Gov;
 Grant.Schultz@mail.house.gov; bpendleton@fs.fed.us; Menefee, Wyn (DNR)
 <wyn.menefee@alaska.gov>; Hozey, John F (GOV) <john.hozey@alaska.gov>
Subject: AMHT Petersburg Timber: Letter of Concern
 
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Morrison,
 
Please find the attached letter for your consideration.
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins
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October 20, 2016 

Mr. Morrison and Mr. Stewart: 
 
As the representative for rural communities throughout Southeast Alaska, I understand the 
importance of putting the interests of constituents first.  
 
The Alaska Mental Health Trust (AMHT)’s decision to remove timber from the slopes above 
Mitkof Highway could generate income for the Trust’s beneficiaries and provide wood to our 
local timber industry. These benefits, however, come at an unacceptable risk to the safety and 
security of families, infrastructure, and those transiting the highway downslope. 
 
Our region’s diverse livelihoods collectively sustain our communities, and for the most part work 
in unison. Alaskans work together and ensure that the success of one does not preclude another. 
 
In this case, a benefit to the Trust’s beneficiaries and local industry, is competing with our 
region’s most valuable asset – people. The potential to harm or displace families from the homes 
in which they live is a concern that should be prioritized above all else. 
 
Professional scientific analysis shows that the stability of the already landslide-prone slope above 
Mitkof Highway will be greatly diminished by removing trees, regardless of timber harvest 
method. Research suggests the proposed sale will negatively affect water quality and risk 
personal safety along the highway corridor where many Petersburg families live and commute. 
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Fortunately, in this difficult situation, an alternative exists. 
 
I strongly urge the AMHT and U.S. Forest Service to continue and expeditiously pursue a land 
exchange process, and remove the unworkable January 15, 2017, deadline imposed by the AMHT. 
 
The proposed land exchange is a worthwhile compromise that will provide harvestable wood to 
our region’s timber industry, protect public safety, and generate income to the Trust.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Representative Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 

 
CC: Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg Administrator Stephen Giesbrecht, Mitkof 
Highway Homeowner’s Association, Governor Bill Walker, Senator Bert Stedman, USFS Regional 
Forester Beth Pendleton, Rep. Dan Ortiz, Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Senator Lisa Murkowski, 
Senator Dan Sullivan, Rep. Don Young 
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